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The medieval Hospital of St Cross was founded in the 1130’s and is considered England’s oldest and
most perfect almshouse. In 2017 Seymore and Bainbridge Architects commissioned Ellis and Co to
reorder the north end of the former kitchen wing and to provide new offices and visitor toilets.

The ground level was excavated and drainage installed. The floors were then relaid with a deep
mineral wool insulation and wooden floor boards, vinyl floor coverings were laid in the bathrooms.
And the original flint floor was retained in the entrance and repointed with lime and grit mortar.
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New stud partition walls were introduced to create the bathrooms, kitchen areas, and an upper

floor level created linked with a bespoke timber staircase.

The mechanical and electrical package included the supply and installation of sewage drainage,
water, heating, and lighting including emergency lighting in the toilets and corridors. Bathrooms
including disabled facilities were installed along with a kitchenette including white goods.
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Brass casement windows with leaded glass lights were fitted to the windows and the building was
plastered and redecorated throughout.
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